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JUNE 2004

DAM, LAKE AND BEACH

REPORT

Our lake survived the 1000 year flood
unlike many others, For that we can be
thankful. Lnfortunately our new dam
suslained significant damage that will
require substantial costly repairs. We
have evaluated our options and feel that
the best alternative is to seek a low inker-
esl loan through the Small Business
Adminislration SBA) under the disastor
reliefl program, A SBA inspector has visil-
ed our dam for the benefit of our applica-
tiom and we expect to hear within the
next few davs il we are approved for the
loan. We have requested $LLO00. The
term would be over a 20 to 30 vear peri-
od at 287 interes! if approved. I this
loan is not approved we will have to pre-
pare an application for the loans avail-
able through the Mew Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (NJDET) For
dams, This will take a much longer peri-
wd of Hme for approval and will delay
the repairs for at least 6 months to 1 year
or more if we are approved. Our engineer
is working on the plans for the repair Lo
be submitted to NJDEL as soon as possi-
ble, We have been directed by the NJDEP
to lewer our lake unti] the dam is
repaired. Specifically, we need to keep
the lake below the spillway deck so that
water will nol overllow the deck area
that has been damaged. This means that
the lake will be aboul 12 inches below
normal through this period,

The lake itself does not appear to have
been seriously affected except for the var-
ious debris scattered and accumulated m
warious areas. The water moved with
such current that theve was litlle evidence
of any significant siltation. In fact, the
lake bottom mud in many areas was
removed down toa sandy bollom with
the mud as many of us are aware being
deposited on our driveways and proper-
ties. It is too soon o determine if there
has been any negative effect on the fish
population but time will tell. The beach
arca needs repair mostly concerning ero-
sion on sand in several areas. We will
address this as soon as possible with the
use of heavy equipment. Lake testing at
the beach has indicated acceptable bacte-
riological results for the past 3 weeks
including the week of August 22, We are
not planning to have any life guard cov-
erage for the remainder of the year
Several trustees including Jerry Oven and



Mary Ann Brookes as well as several
residents including Alan Budde put in
countless hours and efforts power
washing the shed and tennis courts
from the muddy mess. Also a lot ol
effort was spenl on relrieving losl
communily items from the creek
belew the dam. We did loose several
picnic tables that we could not find or
retrieve, These have been replaced.

Let's bry to keep a positive atbitude
towiards the recovery from this disas-
ter, We were far more fortunate in
many wavs than our neighboring lake
cornmunities whoe may be withoul any
lake for vears, A total of 12 dams
failed above our lake with all of thal
water impacting Oakwood Lakes.
With some good forlune we may have
our fake back to normal by Spring of
nexl vear.

Rich Schneidereit, OLC A Trustee

REPAIRING THE DAM

Che lmportance of Cur Pees

Several years ago, Oakwood Lakes
spent almmost S270,000 to repalr our
Oliphant Mill Dam. The project was
essentially a replacement, As a resall,
ours was one of the lew dams nol
destroyed during the flood. Bul it has
been damaged and once again will
need (o be repaired. That brings us to
Oakwood's fees.

Those who were here during the late
19905 will romember the sbuggele of
trying to raise the money for the dam,
() km.c]_'u our lake and protect both our
property values and our way of life
Since our deeds do notb contain the
legal obligation to pay fees, Oakwood
is dependent on the moral obligation
of cur residents to contribute their fair
share to the community that benefits
all of pur property values and our
recreational facilibies.

We have 36 acres of property that
need to be maintained, including the
dam, taxes, insurance, painting, grass
culting, fish restocking, tennis court
and beach maintenance, ete, A lot of
the work is done by volunleers, bul
equipment and supplies need to be
purchased, Our annual fee income is
around 523,000 and we purposely
streclure the fees Lo maintain only a

maoderate reserve, currently around
F42 00 Each vear, we tackle one or
two special projects, such as this
VEAT s new entrance signs.

History of the Certificats Program
After agonizding exploration of many
oplions o get the dam repaired and
keep our treasury viable, including
special tax assessments, in 1997 we
madified our by-laws o institute the
certificate program, modeled after a
Mediord Lakes plan, Accordingly, res-
idents who keep their fees up to date
mainlain their certificates achive status
and allow il to be transfermed foop new
owner, For a new cortificate, the cost is
S5 W bry hard o get the transac-
tien an the settlement table at sale
time, sending letters to sellers and
realtors and title companies, but
sometimes, especially in private sales,
A new owner gebs surprised. We are
more than willing to work with the
AEw GWNers on payiment arrange-
merts over a few years,

The Tiered Pee Stracture

We always had bwo levels of fees, pro-
vidling a lewer senior citizen rate.
However, some residents were con-
cerned because they didn't use any of
the services, They didn't boat ar fish,
play tennis or use the beach. Enter the
“hasic ralke,” designed o cover the
community costs nob including life-
i.';ur-lrds, tennis court mamtenance,
restocking of fish, ete. 5o now we have
the Full Service rate of $150, the Basic
bee 0f 5110 and the Senior Pee of 575,
Ohar fees are Ehe lowest in the area.

Dam Repairs

A you can see from the numbers,
accumulating H270,000 for the dam
wrtihd have taken almost 12 vears
even if we had no other expenses.
Mot of our residents contribubed to
the special dam fund drive we had,
Lt the funds were still significantly
short of the lolal needed. We were
very forlunate to have been able to
obtain state grant money of H200,000,
Thal isn’t going ko happen this time
around. All ol the agencies have made
it clear thal there sitmply isn't money
available other than loans, which
musl, of course, be repaid,

Bollom Line

s important for us as a communily

to keep our treasury healthy, to be
able to maintain our property values
by living up to the lake community
expectations of ourselves and poten-
tial buyers. IF each of the 270 resi-
dences in Oakwood Lakes contributes
its fair sharve, we have ne problem
doing that, including paving back the
loan required o repair owr dam.

LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

There was destruction and loss of pos-

sessions, but thankfully the flood of
Tulv 12 did not cause any loss of Tife,
While many of us were left with major
clean up jobs and some with neces-
sary rebuilding of their devastated
homes, it was uplifting to experience
the outpouring of concern and offers
of help throughout the subsequent
weeks,

Also noliced was the work pul in by
various residents Lo restore the muod-
inundated Homeowners Association
properly {lennis courls, beach and pic-
nic arcas). Special thanks Lo Jerry
Oven of Pine Trail whe tirelessly put
Rimselt on duty removing all that
mud.

Mancy Fasterly

Coedar Trail

Oinbovood Lales
wollld lile (o thanl:

Bledlord Tewnship Police

Medlord Township
Public %Works

The Bed Cross
Lacal Chureli Groups

Farnily, Friends amd

Meighbors

For all their support during
L
and aller the [lond
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Your Oakwood Trustees

President

Jolu Taintor 953-1115

Vice President
Gerald Oyen

654-7788

Ireasurer

Mary Ann Brookes  953-4035

Secretary

Einily Buit

Kich Schneidereit
Dawvid Volpe
Pand Livdtha

Deb Marqulies
Alison Simpson

654-7776

654-2755
953-5904
654-8733
953-0899
654-1576

Please feel free to contact any of
your trustees for information and
COMIMents.

Call Vivian Gayol or e-mail at:
veayol@comeast.nel about
information, advertisements and
announcements for the
newsletter,

Oakwood Lakes
Committees

Property Committee
ferry Oven, Chairiman
654-7788
Playground Committee
Scott Taylor, Chairman
O953-3285
Yard Sale Committee
Kathy Dempsey, Chairman
O53-5767
Newsletier
Vivian Gayol, Editor
953-0279
Green Thumbs Garden Committee
fune Fisler, Chatrperson
714-0518
Social Events:
Summer Picnic
Chairperson - Open
Steak By The Lake
Chairperson - Open

WELCOME

W would like o welcome our now
neighbors lo Oakwood Lakes:

hichael and Lin Rubright
2 Holly Dhive

hichael and Laurel Ross
33 Dalowood Drive

And & new addilion:
o Waller
bevrm 8,11 ATk
toy parents:
Havier and Danielle Walter

REMINDER

If you are nel curtent with vour fecs
and have a dock on Oakwood Lakes
Homeowners Association Property {the
lake bed), vou must remove it

DATES TO REMEMBER

Steak by the Lake
Yard Sale

September 11
October 16



